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Appendix 11. Example 4 of Medical Education & Practice Stories by Jd's Medical Family Member -" The Law Suit" by Lin, Mei-lan
The Law Suit

After Taiwan's return to China 60 years ago, my eldest uncle Lin Zn-xian (P11*) practiced
medicine in Xin-tien, Taipei, called Fei-chun Clinic. One day a farmer-like man brought in an 8 - 9-year old boy for
medical help. The kid's face was pale, body thinned like a firewood, and eyes showed no spirit. The farmer
said, "My son is sick with bowl ache, no appetite, feeling tired, and headache. Could doctor examine if he has
any disease. " My uncle followed the first visit procedure to listen to the thoracic cavity, to feel the pulse, to
examine eyes and to touch drum-like swollen belly; and immediately diagnosed ascariasis. He gave him
anthelmintic drug prescription and told him it would be cured in a few days after taking the drug. He also told the
child to wash hands before meals, to trim nails, to keep daily living clean and these would prevent
reappearance of the disease.

The farmer gave his child the drug after return to home. But, before long, the child was rolling about the
ground, yelling loudly belly ache and died in less than a few hours ! The farmer then went to court to sue
saying the doctor poisoned his son to death and requesting compensation from the doctor. To have fact the
court asked for autopsy of the child's corpse. When the coroner opened the child's belly skin, all persons there
were surprised. The child's abdomen was full of roundworm (Ascaris, like earthworm in size and shape, but
light yellow / white color) crawling, some even tangled into boluses. All these large and small roundworms
perforated the intestinal wall from inside to ouside because of the anthelmintic taken. Nothing but roundworms
was seen inside the abdomen. Therefore, the fact was clear. The judge declared the doctor innocent, without
mistakes in diagnosis and furthermore in prescribing drug. The judge said to the farmer, " The child's abdomen
is full of roundworms. He would die regardless taking drug or not. It is your as father's negligence. Why it takes
so long for you to take the child to see a doctor ? You are guilty, not the doctor. " The farmer had head down and
silence. The case was closed. My uncle was thus averted from difficult and distressed condition and relieved

Ascaris is a widely distributed parasite. It likes warm and humid places, especially aboundant in rural areas
using human feces as fertilizer, with extremely high infection rate. | remember that the time when | taught at a
village elementary school, the township health office always sent somebody to school to give students
anthelmintic. Next day the school latrine (the excrets there then could be seen) was full of roundworms
moving around, very frightening to see. That was poor and difficlt time 60 years ago. With people living better
and sanitary custom and equipment improved now, this horrible scene would not reappear.

Translated by Tsue Ming Lin.

* P11 is the ID no. in the Records of Jiadong's Medical Family Revision August 2015.

References used by the translator: "Clinical Parasitology, 9th ed, 1984, 825 pages" by Beaver, Jung & Cupp. (Beaver is adviser
of translator's master degree study and thesis). "Obserations of the distribution of human parasite ova in nature.
I. Human parasite ova isolated from the soil of dooryard vegetable gardens" by Huang & Lin, and "VI. Human
parasite ova isolated from the soil of playgrounds and the dust on the floors of classroom of a primary school
at a rural area" by Huang, Lin and Hsu. Both abstracts in Chinese in JEMA Dec 28,1962, translator is co-author Lin



